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EXTEACTS EEOM THE LETTEE-BOOK OF CAPTAIN 
JOHANN HEINRICHS OF THE HESSIAN JAGEE 
CORPS, 1778-1780. 

[We printed in the Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. I. pp. 40-43, a 
letter of Captain Johann Heinrichs, translated from the correspondence 
of Professor Schlozer, of Gottingen. The Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania has since secured in Germany one of the letter-books of Cap- 
tain Heinrichs, and while we are not in accord with many of his opin- 
ions, we think that his letters contain so much of interest as to warrant 
their publication. We are indebted to Mr. Julius F. Sachse for their 
translation. — Ed.] 

" Philadelphia January 18, 1778. 
"To the Honorable Counsellor of the Court, H. 

" Call this war, dearest friend, by whatsoever name you 
may, only call it not an American Eebellion, it is nothing 
more nor less than an Irish-Scotch Presbyterian Rebellion. 
Those true Americans who take the greatest part therein, 
are the famous Quakers. The most celebrated, the first 
ones in entire Pennsylvania and Philadelphia and Boston 
are, properly speaking, the heads of the Rebellion. I am 
not allowed to write to you explicitly, just how the matter 
developed, but you can guess at what I have omitted, and 
you will hit it pretty fairly. 

Vol. xxii.— 10 (137) 
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"For the first you must assume two Rebellions proper. 
The former was fomenting fifty years ago. It was the 
result of a state projected upon false principles, whose 
citizens consisted of seemingly hypocritical pious impostors, 
and downright cheats. These hypocrites are the Quakers. 
I cannot tell you all of the infamy I hold these people 
capable of; for I can think of nothing more abominable, 
than to practise, under the guise of Religion, — malice, envy, 
yea even ambition, (thirst of power). In Pennsylvania 
they are the first, the most respected. They know the 
origin of the Colonies, and knew how to centralize the 
power in themselves by degrees. By means of such cabals 
these manifest cheats contrived to attract the Germans 
who have settled here; they deceived the Germans by 
means of a paper printed in Germantown, whose editor 
was paid by them. They were the first to institute a light 
company ; they let the Germans go in first, afterwards they 
extricated themselves, and left their dupes in the muddle ; 
they bought houses and lands with Congress money and 
afterwards called themselves friends of the King and said 
their religion forbade them to fight. 

" The second rebellion is that which originated amongst 
the rebels during the past campaign, namely that for In- 
dependence. Since then the remaining righteous ones, 
who were partly infatuated by the heat of their imagina- 
tion, partly educated in wrong principles, and in part possi- 
bly may have been partially right in their opinion, these 
have left the scene of action since then, and just as Con- 
gress consists of Scoundrels, so the Army consists of people, 
warmed up in part by the war party, also their only sup- 
port is in the war, and who are unwilling to exchange 
sword for last and needle, or who may fear that their former 
masters, whose serfs they are, would harness them to the 
yoke, as soon as they surrendered their Captain and Sub- 
altern patents. This is the army proper of the enemy, 
numbering about 12,000 men. The remainder substitutes 
and Militia, of whom ten or twenty thousand are mobile at 
times; these fight only for the Province in which they 
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dwell, and have been unable to resolve joining the Army 
and go into another province. 

" These do most harm, as when we are present, they 
are the worst, and most dangerous spies, they betray and 
frustrate the actions of our spies, they attack our patrols 
and detachments, they keep our outposts in constant alarm, 
and when we are gone, they harass and cruelly maltreat 
their neighbours, who are Loyalists. 

" Nor is their standing army to be despised ; as there are 
many Englishmen, Irishmen, Scotchmen, Frenchmen and 
others in their service, and are per se a brave nation, which 
bravery is surprisingly enhanced by the enthusiasm engen- 
dered by falsehood and vagaries, which are drilled into 
them, so that it but requires time and good leadership to 
make them formidable ; but the great thing wanting with 
them is subordination; for their very spirit of indepen- 
dence is detrimental to them ; as Hans cannot concede that 
Peter, who is his neighbour should command him. 

" One of the most important things they lack besides 
salt is Medicine. A surprisingly large number of sick are 
always in their army. 

" They have neither shoes nor stockings ; for the shoe- 
maker is either a soldier, or he is a Loyalist, in the former 
case, he is unwilling to work, and in the latter, he cannot, 
because he has been robbed and plundered. Their misera- 
ble paper-money, which none are willing to take, even 
among themselves is no longer any incentive even if they 
were able to work. 

" This is about a fair picture of the present situation : 
The enemy is encamped in huts in Wilmington and Valley 
Forge, and Washington and Stirling have wagered as to 
who had the best huts erected. Last year we lay in them, 
and our army x. y. z. strong lies in Philadelphia which is 
fortified by eleven redoubts and one outpost, we are sup- 
plied with all that is necessary and superfluous. Assemblies, 
Concerts, Comedies, Clubs and the like make us forget there 
is any war, save that it is a capital joke. 

" Lord Howe went with a part of his fleet into winter 
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quarters at Rhode Island some weeks ago. Fresh victuals, 
vegetables, and poultry are furnished from the opposite 
shore of Jersey and Chester County by means of a smug- 
gling trade up the Delaware in small boats; which are 
covered by a small Galley on our side. 

" Whether we shall have peace ? I hardly think we will 
before next winter. We may be mistaken, as General Lee 
is going about in New York on parole." 

" The Neck, near Philadelphia, March 21, 1778. 
"To THE HONORABLE COUNSELLOR OF THE COURT, H. 

"... It seems as though General Howe is satisfied with 
the services rendered by the Hessian Jagers, during these 
eighteen months past, as he has assigned to us the best, 
most comfortable and quiet winter-quarters. Perhaps we 
shall have to pay for this during the next summer, but that 
is the reason for which we are here. I should like to talk 
some politics, but this is x? y? z? But this historic ob- 
servation I will make : — When at the close of the third 
Punic war, Rome deliberated, what was to be done with 
Carthage, and all voted to destroy it, aB Rome would never 
be at peace so long as Carthage existed, there arose a wise 
man among them and advised against Buch a measure i For,' 
said he c this is the only thing that upholds you, and keeps 
our rabble, the Plebeians somewhat in check.' 

" How proudly have not these lowly ones since the . . . 
law (here my memory fails) raised their heads ? (I mean 
the law which was framed after the people had left the city 
and would not return, until after the law had been enacted 
by which the Tribunes of the people were instituted). 

"These people, who at that time received a franchise, 
presently desire being esteemed equals, and if the dread of 
Carthage should cease, that last external enemy, this same 
populace will nevermore recognize your power and authority, 
inasmuch as they do not need your protection. But the 
natural inborn, inherited hatred between Rome and Car- 
thage, caused this wise admonition to be slighted. 

" Now my dear friend, if you will but assume instead of 
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the Roman Senate — -England. In place of Carthage — The 
French possessions in North America, and in place of the 
Plebeians — the populace inhabiting America, I believe the 
story will hold good in our case also. The sequel in Rome, 
horrid mutiny, tumult civil war and treason, and which 
ceased not until the Plebeians with their boorish pride fell 
under the iron scepter of an Emperor, — a Monarch. 

"And thrice happy are the Americans under the con- 
sequences of this war, which may be and will be, that they 
come under the mild, golden scepter of George III ; indeed, 
more happily than they deserve. I am busy now with a 
little essay, which is to contain the parts most necessary to 
the conduct of a war in one's own country, as applied to 
America. To wit :— (1) Men, (2) Money, (3) Provisions, (4) 
Ammunition, (5) Arms, (6) Apparatus, (7) Clothing, (8) Arti- 
sans, (9) Experts, (10) Medicines, etc. in which essay I am 
going to show what part thereof America can draw from 
out herself, and what must be drawn from abroad ; and the 
conclusion will, of course be ridiculous for the Americans, 
who reckoned without their host, who began the war with- 
out sufficient subsidies. As soon as this essay is finished I 
shall undertake the characteristics of the inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania and send the same to you or to Professor 
Schlozer of Gottingen, at the end of winterquarters. Cer- 
tain it is that there is no nation living in this good world, em- 
bracing such a hodge-podge of civilization and semi-barbar- 
ism and where therein is found side by side such learning 
and stupidity, virtue and vice, shortcomings and accomplish- 
ments as are to be found among the Pennsylvanians. 

" But I hope and flatter myself to be able to reduce them 
to several general principles, just as last year I treated of 
the good Yorkers and Jerseyites. 

" That, at least I may tell you in advance, they will ap- 
pear in great contrast with their neighbors, and I can assure 
you that Burnaby and his predecessors and successors have 
all lied. I believe these writers have judged the inhabitants 
of this country as they would wish them to be or should 
be. . . ." 
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" The Neck, near Philadelphia, April 14, 1778. 
" My dear Brother. 

" I have been unable to ascertain anything in regard to 

the family; but I have resolved to advertise in the 

Philadelphia and New York papers, both in behalf of this 

family and of and this practice is customary both 

here and in England, in order to see whether they may be 
located. Tou see how deeply I am interested in your friends. 
So much in answer. We still remain quietly in Philadelphia. 
General Howe has assigned to our Jagers the best quarters, 
and I may say that I have seen no other enemies this year 
save deserters. We have nothing to complain of, except 
that things are frightfully dear, almost incredibly so, but 
seeing such is the case, and knowing why, it is quite natural. 
I do not think that a single one of the officers has been able 
to live within his stipend. 

" Of our political situation you will, without fail, be able 
to judge better than we ourselves. But we may predict 
with assurance that this will be a decisive year for America 
and England. It must be so, and will and shall be ! Wash- 
ington with his army are located near Valley Creek, and 
General Smallwood with 1000 men holds Wilmington. In 
the rear however, Washington is unprotected. He draws 
supplies and provisions from Lancaster, and his munitions 
all come from the Southern provinces, and in a measure 
from the Chesapeake Bay. At Egg Harbor General Wayne 
with his small flying camp holds New Jersey, in order to in- 
tercept any supplies that the inhabitants may desire to bring 
to us. 

"Upon the other hand we have caused Billingsport, in 
New Jersey, to be re-built by the Jersey fugitives, who call 
themselves * Refugees/ Under cover of this fort and some 
boats from Jersey and Chester by water, and by land from 
Chester county, Germantown, Oxford, and Frankford we 
receive fresh victuals, by means of a system of smuggling, 
covered by us by means of roaming detachments and patrols. 

"A Commission from both parties has been in session 
these six weeks. They first met at Germantown, now they 
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meet at Duckstown [?]. An exchange of prisoners is 
rumored. So much is certain, that General Lee has come 
over from the Jerseys to Philadelphia on parole, and is now 
gone to join General Washington on parole, just as General 
Prescott is gone to New York on Parole. 

" I don't believe that the enemies army is in so very poor 
a condition as is noised abroad, but, at the same time, they 
cannot be in the best condition. Indeed they lack men. 
A proof hereof, is that, in consequence of an act of Con- 
gress, every man be he who he may, must take up arms ; 
for hitherto one could buy exemption from military service 
by furnishing a substitute, or by means of money. Hence 
the enemy have many soldiers pressed into the service 
against their own free will, and many deserters, and to us 
there have come a host of * Refugees. 5 

"During the course of this winter we have organized 
two regiments of Foot, one of which is wholly made up of 
Roman Catholics ; and two squadrons of Light Dragoons ; 
the latter have been gotten up by the Quakers at their own 
expense, and they earn much applause for themselves. 

"Lord Howe arrived here last week and within eight 
days was followed by about eighty ships with provisions." 

"On the Neck, near Philadelphia, 
" June 5th, 1778. 
" My dear Brother. 

"Not a line from Germany since yours, containing an 
enclosure from Dr. F. . . . This is surprising, disquieting, 
incomprehensible; and had I not received with the last 
Packet from Cassel, my Captain's patent in the Jager 
Corps, I verily should have surmised that a second false 
list reporting my death were circulating in Germany. 

" To-morrow morning early the packet boat sets sail, and 
at two o'clock to night I have orders to go with two hun- 
dred Jagers over the Schuylkill to Derby, whither we usu- 
ally go twice a week, therefore I can drop you but a few 
lines. 

" Do not inquire as to our present condition here ; partly 
I can, and partly I dare not write, with this exception ; — (1) 
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General Clinton is now commanding here, an excellent man, 
who is ready to answer with Caesar's dictum whenever any 
one would enquire as to his projects: — 'Did I but believe 
that my shirt knew it, I should burn it' This secrecy is of 
paramount importance here. 

" (2) Our army is x, y, z, strong, and fully clothed, and 
in excellent condition, full of courage and beautifully 
drilled, capable of looking into the white of the eye of 
Washington and all of his tatterdemalions. 

" (3) There is an abundance of victuals, clothing, of that 
which there is any necessity and that which is a luxury, — 
Only horribly dear ! 

" (4) The courage of the enemies army has revived in 
consequence of our proclamations, offers of peace, etc., but 
even the cleverest of their officers confess, that they could 
not stand their ground, still less whip us. But whether 
we, on that account can bring the war to a close by force, 
whether they are not manoeuvring so long, fitting out new- 
armies ; through length of time will they not be able to 
exhaust our ability to re-inforce and to furnish money? 
whether in England herself, Eebels are not at the helm, 
who partly controvert the good, partly have but one-half 
thereof exerted in our behalf etc. These are matters which 
I as an officer on the outpost cannot understand. What 
the military operations for the year are to be I do not know. 
Whether we shall go north, south or east, to our dear, dear 
Fatherland again, and soon leave this accursed, but formerly 
blessed land, I do not know. I wish and yearn for the latter. 

" I would fain write you more from here, but of the war 
I do not like to write, and of the country . . . well, I have 
sent away all my manuscripts, with the baggage, which has 
been put aboard of the ships this fortnight. By the way, I 
have lately met with a great loss, by my baggage being 
lost last winter (1) A lot of birds, artistically and scientifi- 
cally preserved, which I had done in Jersey at great expense. 
(2) An Indian bow, arrows, a net for catching birds, scalp 
dagger, knife, etc. and other curiosities have been stolen 
from me. That I was exceedingly displeased with this 
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mishap, you may easily imagine, because I intended enrich- 
ing the Cabinet of our celebrated Dr. Dolten with my ac- 
quisitions. Still a few curiosities remain to me. 

" Since December 11, I have received no letter from 
Europe. The firm of John Marston Esq. in Wall street 
New York, is very good and secure, it is strong in Sterling, 
and is safe upon all sides. I have written to S. . . . , in 
G. . . . , Counsellor of the Court, on June 1st, and handed 
the letter to Lieutenant von Westernhagen, who has been 
recalled, for delivery. Colonel Coyler is said to have 
arrived in JSTew York, others say that it is Admiral Gam- 
bier. 

" Here in Philadelphia there are about one thousand roy- 
ally inclined families, who are willing to leave hearth and 
home and with their chattels go with the army. Hence 
this gives rise to the rumor that we are going to leave Phil- 
adelphia altogether, and in addition to this, the report is 
as though the same were being done in New York ; there- 
fore it is concluded, that we, or rather Great Britain, is 
going to abandon the cause and return to Europe. Other 
politicians again say, that all the German troops and the 
English Guard alone were going to return ; the remaining 
English regiments would occupy New York, Quebec, Hali- 
fax. I am unwilling to meddle in these matters, and repeat 
it : — nescio ! — for I don't want to know of anything ! That 
Lieutenant-colonel von Wurmb, Captain von Wreden, and 
Captain Ewald have received decorations, you will probably 
be aware of. I am rejoiced at this from my inmost soul, 
and am convinced they deserve their distinction, having 
always fought at their side, and being the best witness of 
their valor and skill." 

" On the Neck, [Philadelphia] June 14, 1778. 
"To Herb, H. . . . Counsellor of the Court. 

"... After half a year's silence, my heart craved but a few 
lines and here I receive sixteen letters all at once. I can 
assure you that I was pretty busy, tearing and cutting open 
the letters, and highly pleased when two or three enclosures 
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dropped out, and a gold medal from my dear mother. But 
the supposition of yours, that we would go in last year's 
fleet to the Spanish and French possessions in the West 
Indies, was incorrect, yet I cannot help assuring you, that 
it was not improbable, and even a part of the fleet believed 
so. I for my part should have thought it quite proper to 
catch the Frenchman at his Toupet last year, for if it should 
so happen that we fail in America, is the sole cause of our 
failure. 

" The policy of France is known to every one, but that 
England's policy was so flat, always to be satisfied with the 
empty assurances of the amity of France, as to allow her 
four years' time to arm and equip. . . . And this England did 
believe, although upwards of forty French officers, Generals 
and Colonels included, fought here against us daily, and of 
every three cannons captured, two always were from the 
French Artillery park. England's relations to France 
appear to me to be about like those of old Shandy and 
uncle Toby. But I believe a great part of the present 
situation is attributable to the fact that in old England, 
even in Parliament and at the Court, there are more and 
greater rebels than in America. 

" As regards your second letter, my dear friend, it contains 
so many and varied, important and critical questions, that I 
can hardly venture to answering them. But in order to 
give a clue, I shall take the reasons singly, which you ad- 
duce as a proof, that Howe is no great general, in your eyes. 
To avoid any unnecessary repetition, I shall quote your 
sentences, in the order that the events took place : — 

"(1) The Evacuation of Boston. — That Howe was quite 
blameless, is a matter of fact, for he could not by himself 
maintain his army there; nor was he to blame that the 
equipment of the Army was so poor, he (Howe) having 
just arrived. To be sure the evacuation of Boston gave the 
first impulse for the taking up of the Enemies cause. But 
the primary cause is the confounded pride and arrogant 
bearing of the English, who treat every one that was not 
born upon their ragamuffin Island with contempt. They 
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imagined that the rebels would all run away before their 
one and a-half regiments in America. Those who thought 
so were the friends of the King. The rebels proper, how- 
ever, in Old England were those who had themselves once 
lived in America, and had friends, relatives, and possessions 
there. These of course knew better, but they were un- 
willing to give good advice, the others were unable. 

" (2) With rebels, no campaign ought to be made. This 
was the principle of the late Colonel Donop, and it is a cor- 
rect one. We could have settled matters in the campaign 
of '76. 

" (a) On Long Lsland. — A singular incident saved the 
enemy. After the affair at Flatbush, we held them locked 
up in their excellent works at Brooklyn. We could have 
taken these by storm, but we thought we might get them 
with less loss of life, if some war-ships were stationed in 
their rear, between Long-Island and New York city. We 
chose this course, and for three days we had contrary 
winds, no ships could get up, we hoped every moment that 
the wind would veer, until the morning of the third day, 
when the enemy had withdrawn, leaving behind immense 
magazines of stores and seven cannon. Whose fault was 
that? 

" (b) After the occupation of New York, it was impossi- 
ble to take Fort Knyphausen [Washington] from the flank, 
and we could hardly attack it with any possibility of success, 
until the army was divided. Howe here showed that he 
understood his business in America at least, he never 
having served in Europe. He deployed his troops from 
New York towards Fort Washington, made a landing in 
two columns, and a forced march to the Point of Connecti- 
cut, this caused the enemy to defile and divide his force, 
and set out towards White Plains. We marched after 
them, and Washington keeping his eye fixed on us alone 
drew off 3000 men from the garrison of Fort Knyphausen 
to aid him. General Knyphausen, thereupon landed at 
West Chester, and marched against Fort Independence 
which the enemy were forced to evacuate. He took posses- 
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sion of this ; two days after this event, he posted a part of 
his column over King's Bridge, i.e. on Manhattan Island, 
and so our bird was caught, for now no man could get to 
Fort Knyphausen, unless by water, where two war-ships 
were doing duty. 

" (c) Meanwhile the battle of White Plains was fought, 
in the course of which many noteworthy blunders were 
made, which I can never commit to writing; I may whisper 
them in your ear when I see you again. 

" (d) But now when Fort Washington had been captured, 
where was the enemys army? In the fort we had taken 
but 2600 prisoners ; where were the rest ? You will hear 
of nothing accomplished by Washington, until the surprise 
of Trenton, and that was three months later. 

" Here is concealed one of the finest Cabinet manoeuvres 
of Howe, who gave such orders and made such arrange- 
ments, dispositions, marches, etc. that Washington, notwith- 
standing all his excellent spies, of whom he then had a 
legion could not discover Howe's plans in their entirety, 
and failed to learn whether we were going up the North 
River, or land at Staten Island (for this we were forced to 
occupy as it contains the best ports for a smuggling trade), 
whether we were going to Boston, or to New Jersey or to 
remain encamped here. As the sequel proved, Washington 
was forced to take the defensive, and occupy the forts along 
the North River, the boundary of New England and, to 
station an observation army in New Jersey, (which, in time 
became the principal army). Gates on the North River, 
Arnold in New England, himself and Lee in New Jersey; 
for the southern parts were their special concern; partly 
because Congress was there, partly for the sake of their 
magazines, manufactories, mills which flourish nowhere 
better than in Pennsylvania on the Schuylkill and the Sus- 
quehanna. Rhode Island was occupied from the water- 
side. We crossed with a corps of 8000 men to New 
Jersey, under the command of. my Lord Cornwallis, who 
had orders to capture Fort Lee, and to take up his winter 
quarters in that part of the Jerseys situated between Eliza- 
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bethtown and Amboy, thus having the North River with 
our ships in his rear (for that reason also, our baggage and 
tents were brought to Staten Island, when we crossed into 
Jersey) — at the same time Cornwallis had orders to follow 
the enemy, until they should make a stand, when he was 
to retire and not molest them, except in so far as the above 
districts were concerned. 

" We landed in Jersey, when the enemy retreated in two 
columns under Washington and Lee. The latter falling 
back to the hills of Newark and Morristown, the former to 
Brunswick. We pursued the latter. Near Brunswick an 
affair took place. Our lack of spies prevented us from 
knocking him out Carte-blanche, otherwise no cannon, or 
baggage would have been saved ; as two miles from Bruns- 
wick, we could have waded through the Raritan and could 
have come upon his rear, on his retreat to Princeton. The 
enemy the next morning made a forced march, and crossed 
the Delaware near Trenton. 

" Thus virtually ended the plan of the first Campaign of 
General Howe." 

"New York, July 10 1778. 
" My dear Brother. 

" Would briefly inform you, that I received your favors, 
with the enclosures. This pleasure fell on the 11th of 
June, but this was soon to be succeeded by a day of distress 
for me, for on the 14 of June I was seized with the most 
violent and dangerous of all American diseases, — Dysen- 
tery, and was obliged, sick as I was, to march hither from 
Philadelphia, in the most scorching heat — consequently I 
was forced to tussle for a fortnight with the man with the 
scythe, until he was finally driven off for the present. I 
shall never forget those days ; they will be ever memorable 
to me, for upon the one hand they initiated me into that 
which is most terrible in warfare : viz. being sick on the 
march. Upon the other hand, however, I experienced the 
boon of being commiserated by our commanding general, 
and was aided and provided for. When the opportunity 
offers I will describe this entire pilgrimage; — now I am 
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obliged to break off every quarter of an hour, as my head 

is still too weak." 

" New York, August 16, 1778. 

" To my Brother in Law, Herr L. . . . in G. . . . 

"... On the day following, I was seized with a serious 
illness, bilious fever, dysentery, and inflammation; I suf- 
fered terribly, fought against death, conquered and am now 
on a sure road to recovery ! 

" That I should now leave the army is impossible. (1) 
Gratitude towards my master obliges me to stay. (2) It 
were frivolity, since I have chosen this my calling, and be- 
sides have been so fortunate, that in less than two years I 
have been promoted to captain. I have now but two 
superiors in the regiment ; and since Captain von Wreden 
has actually asked for his discharge, and expects it daily, 
there will be but one who is my superior, — hence it would 
be exceedingly impolitic. Moreover (3) A French war is 
brewing now, in which experienced officers of Light troops 
will be wanted, and then; (4) Circumstances in America 
are of such a nature, that I know of no civil employment 
which I might choose, unless I became a Rebel. Even 
though such were possible, I could not resolve leaving the 
army. In consequence of these commotions all is in such 
a chaotic condition, that an agreeable life can not be 
thought of before the expiration of at least twenty years. 
The richest Loyalist runs the risk of becoming a beggar in 
case of a disastrous issue. Unless something extraordi- 
nary should come to pass, I shall assuredly not attempt it." 

" In the Camp near ' Spit of the Devil/ 
" August 29, 1778. 1 

" Thus far I had progressed in answering your letter, 
when I was seized with a most insidious sickness, which 
has left me but a few days ago. I had purposed chatting a 
good deal more about the following campaign, but now it 
is impossible for me to do so. This only : — Not a soul in 

1 This is a continuation of the letter dated Philadelphia, June 14, 
1778. 
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Germany knows why Rail, why Donop were lost ! I readily 
concede, that Howe is no Caesar, and is not the greatest 
General of his time, but for an American war, he is a good 
enough General. Our present situation is a peculiar one. 
All eyes are centered upon Rhode Island, possibly the issue 
of this matter may be described as decided before the de- 
parture of the packet, so I will not write anything thereof 
at present. — Howe and D'Estaing are both here with their 
fleets. — Apropos of the French fleet.— Where will it go 
into winter-quarters, I am curious to know ? As no vessel 
of three decks, or of two decks carrying 64 guns or over, 
can run into any harbor, excepting Halifax and Rhode 
Island. The English want Howe to completely destroy the 
latter harbor. I don't believe it, however, till it's done, 
and therefore locate the winter-quarters of the fleet in the 
West Indian waters. On account of our holding Halifax 
we can keep the heaviest vessels with us. Therefore Hali- 
fax is of the greatest importance to us, and for this reason 
America with all her independence will never be the peer 
of Great Britain so long as they have not got this port. 
For they cannot build vessels of over 64 Guns, nor dock 
them unless they hold Halifax. Is there not room for 
political conjectures upon a large scale afforded by this 
fact? Are not the manoeuvres of the French and Ameri- 
cans in America aiming at something of this sort ? 

" Another advantage of the English vessels over the 
French is (apart from the superior power of the English, 
and their greater numbers and skill) that a French man-of- 
war of 64 guns draws twenty-seven feet of water, an Eng- 
lish man-of-war but twenty-two feet. Now assuming they 
should cope with one another on the American coast, the 
nearest Rebel or Royal port affords but twenty-four feet of 
water (New York near Sandy Hook has but twenty four 
feet in the channel, and that during high tide), thus the case 
of the Frenchmen is irretrievably lost in case that they 
come out second best, while the English can run into port 
and save themselves. 

" September 3. — We still keep our attention fixed on Rhode 
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Island. Clinton himself has gone thither with 4000 men, 
so that all in all there are 9000 men there, all active troops. 
Twenty thousand of the enemy are there as well as both 
fleets. — Six ships of Byron's fleet have arrived, one has 
lost a mast in taking a French frigate and returned to 
Halifax. Byron personally is still continuing his cruise 
with three vessels. 

" But what do you think ? The two persons whom 
d'Estaing secretly took on board of his vessel are said to 
be a Praetendent and a Papal ]STuncio. Both are said to 
be in Philadelphia now, and chapels are already being de- 
signed there and in Boston. This is rather a peculiar con- 
dition, affording much material for gossip, but I cannot 
vouch for the rumor, owing to lack of time, and the doubt- 
full authenticity of the report. 

"I am in camp again these few days past, stationed at 
the outpost near King's Bridge which consists of the Jager 
Corps under Lieut.-Col. Emmerich; the Queen's Rangers 
and Cathcart's Legion. Yesterday the enemy's light troops 
were welcomed in an ambuscade, that according to the 
statement of an officer of the enemy who came with a flag 
of truce; of their patrol 600 strong but five returned. 
Twenty seven Indians with their captain were cut down 
with the sabre, two Indians were taken prisoner as well as 
the white men. 

" Ere I close I must briefly tell you my belief: — I believe 
we shall soon have peace here !" 

" WlNTER-QuARTERS FLUSHING, LONG ISLAND, 

"February 1st, 1779. 

" To Herr H. . . . , Counsellor of the Court. 

" Yes, we are now just where we were when we began a 
year ago; per varios casus, per tot discrimina rerum. But 
notwithstanding all this, I would give a great deal to know 
what the Europeans have been gossiping about us since 
August '78. Many splendid comments no doubt! That 
we have fared ill, aye, very much so, alas is true. But it 
is more than probable that the news of our discomfiture 
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that reached you was unduly exaggerated. Please do not 
expect me to write politics; the subject indeed is very 
ample, but the oat-meal and groats we have been obliged 
to eat, bread being scarce, have made me so stiff, so doltish, 
that I have no mind left to reflect, much less to act ! 

"Allow me therefore merely to chat with you. That 
which vexes me most is the lax, indifferent, and fretful 
spirit which now prevails throughout the entire army. 
This is a natural outcome of the great scarcity of money, 
which is caused again in turn by the enormously high 
prices of all commodities. Of course it is vexatious to 
consider, that a soldier can hardly take his meals in sum- 
mer for want of time, and then again in Winter he has not 
money enough to buy bread. . . . 

" The chief happenings since my last letter are ; — 1st. 
The French fleet; — 2nd. The evacuation of Philadelphia; 
— 3rd. The commissioners of Peace; — 4th. Abandonment 
of the Convention of Saratoga; — 5th. Our Expedition to the 
West Indies under General Grant, and to Carolina under 
Col. Campbell. 

"First; — The French fleet would never have come, if 
that miserable bragadocio B[urgoyne] had not lost the 
game on the North river, as France really was beginning 
to grow tired of her new alliance, since her allies knew not 
how to obtain the wherewithal to pay a debt of eighty 
million Thalers. Had this fleet not arrived, the enemy 
would have been obliged to accept the offers of the Com- 
missioners. This forced France to send the fleet, and they 
did us great damage, much more than the English are 
willing to admit. It cost us eight frigates, two men-of-war, 
and sixteen transports off Rhode Island, one frigate in the 
Delaware, and what is more they were the cause of our 
being forced to leave Philadelphia. Not to mention how 
much blood was shed during the entire campaign of 
1777.— 

" All of this however was nothing in comparison with 
which the courage, enthusiasm and power of the enemy in- 
creased. The most important matter however, is that we 
Vol. xxii. — 11 
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furnished the enemy through our evacuation, with linen, 
cloth, salt, liquor, what they most needed, all in all to the 
value of more than £100,000 Sterling. It will not be neces- 
sary for me to state that the enemy stood in great need of 
these commodities. This happened as follows ; The secret 
rebels who lived in town, chiefly Quakers, when they heard 
that the city was going to be evacuated, bought up slyly, 

everything. I know of a merchant, a Mr. C , who 

within thirteen days, sold cloth and linen to the value of 
10,000 Guineas. Thus we furnished goods, (which would 
last them at least a year and a-half), to the enemy, who 
were beginning to suffer dire want for such stores. 

" (3) Commissioners of Peace. — Although I shall never 
consider the English as shrewd politicians ; — indeed I con- 
sider them the most shallow politicians in the world, since 
the dethronement of Caroline Matilda, — yet I must con- 
fess, that they could not have acted more wisely, — although 
almost every one hereabout derides their fruitless expedi- 
tion. — Yet in my heart I never believed that England sup- 
posed that she could accomplish anything, since Prance 
aided the enemy. That they sent them for all that, had 
two important consequences. 

" (First) In England, where every enthusiastic Englishman 
now began to perceive, that the entire (American) Congress 
was composed of a pack of scamps, who sought not the 
liberty of their country, — who had not at heart the welfare 
of their fellow-citizens ; — but who strove more to amass 
wealth for themselves, at the cost of their brethren. Since 
the day of these Commissioners, England stands united 
more firmly, and therefore, she is more powerful, stronger 
and a match for the Americans, who could never have with- 
stood her for three years, if a parliamentary majority in 
England had not stood by them. 

" The other consequence is to be found upon American 
soil. — The blinded populace, who had been supported all 
along in their belief, that we had been sent here to enslave 
them, have had their eyes opened, insomuch that Congress 
is now afraid to permit the holding of Town-meetings, and 
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employs every means to postpone them. The same is true 
even in New England, to such a degree, that their eligible 
voters were not summoned to a session since the last proc- 
lamation was issued in that locality (i.e. no town-meeting 
was held) but the Provincial Congress of that place ex- 
ercises the entire jurisdiction. How long this will continue, 
how strong an influence we shall exercise during the course 
of a future campaign, are matters of conjecture. 

" My own opinion is : — We shall have a bloody and stub- 
born, but a very glorious campaign during the ensueing 
year. 

"Fourth — The abandonment of the Convention at Sara- 
toga. — This will mark as important an epoch in the present 
campaign, as the abandonment of the Convention of Glouces- 
ter, and that for the following reasons: — During the last 
campaign we had men enough to occupy New York, Ehode 
Island and Halifax, and could spare others for marching 
and manoeuvring and fighting. But now we are forced to 
dispatch General Grant with ten battalions to the West In- 
dies, and in order to make up the full number we have to 
foist in two battalions, hence we really lose twelve bat- 
talions. Therefore we retain about 7000 men in New York 
and are hence incapacitated from essaying anything grand 
before fresh troops arrive from Europe. But if the Con- 
vention had been held, and had Burgoyne's army been ex- 
changed we should have sent these to the West Indies and 
our army would have remained intact! 

" (Fifth) — as regards this expedition to the West Indies 
and Carolina we are still in the dark. — That of Campbell I 
hold as the most important, as I think that Grant will only 
act upon the defensive in the West Indies, apart from the 
fact that Campbell is quite an excellent officer. He has 
with him the 71st Regiment, consisting of . . . Battalions 
of Scotch Highlanders (whom he commands in person) the 
Hessian Regiment 'Rail' (now Trimbach), Wissenbach 
and the first Brigade of Provincials of General Delancey's 
New York troops, together with the two companies Light 
Infantry of the 71st Regiment." 
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"Flushing, Long Island, 
April 10, 1779. 

" To Here H. . . . Counsellor of the Court. 

" You will probably have in hand my letters of June 14, 
1778 and February 1, 1779. In the former there were some 
comments concerning Howe as a General, and in the latter 
I closed with the expedition to the West Indies and Georgia. 
Since then you will probably have read the reports from the 
West Indies and Georgia in the English Court Gazette, so 
I will not entertain you with any repetition of the same. 
Most likely everybody in London will now assure you 
that D'Estaing is locked in and being starved out. Do not 
believe this. D'Estaing is not locked in so easily as the 
Coffee-house politicians may imagine. I tremble for the 
West Indies, unless our navy save the honor of the Nation, 
for it seems to me as if the secret compact between France 
and America is to keep the English so employed in the 
West Indies that they cannot use their power with any 
great degree of strength in America. France for this 
purpose has therefore sent thither her oldest and best Regi- 
ments, the Grenadiers de France, Regiment Normandie, 
Artois, Bretagne, etc. all old home regiments. Our expedi- 
tion down south has been successful, having captured the 
entire Georgias. There was however but little art in this, 
as the enemy there consisted of nought but Militia, gath- 
ered up in a hurry, while on our side brave officers and 
smart regiments made up the expedition. But, whither 
now extend our conquests ? Will they be continued ? 
This is the great question, for an answer to which, another 
previous question must be answered: — Is England able, 
and will she send troops to America this spring? every 
one says Yes; assures you as to how many troops have 
already received orders; how many transports have been 
chartered etc. I will not gainsay, as I am unacquainted 
with the real, inner strength and resources of England, 
with the true projects of the ministry, or whether they 
have been bribed or not. But I regard nothing as certain, 
unless I see the troops landed here. France has at present 
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20,000 men in the West Indies to our 6000 men. Our best 
troops, I believe must probably go thither, especially when I 
consider that we can end the war here without even a regular 
campaign. I still apprehend that we shall be relieved by 
some newly recruited regiments, and that we shall have to 
wander towards the Equator, as we are rightly supposed to 
be inured to the climate, and rain of lead, I will go along ! 
But granting that troops, say 15000 men depart, whither 
shall we turn in the Spring? Most of the men believe 
towards New England, not so I. All the way up and down 
the North River the [torn] are to be attacked, New Eng- 
land the soul of the American Rebellion cut off, and then 
operate southward. But if we decide to continue the 
Georgia expedition, we must send troops to the Chesapeake 
so as to prevent Washington's forces from reinforcing the 
southern forces. This he could not risk doing since we 
would be in his rear. But still I do not think that the 
Georgians will attempt any resistance during the summer, 
this would cost many lives, as the climate is so hot that on 
January 16 the officers had to sit in cellars to protect them- 
selves from the heat ! 

" The conquest of Georgia was worth a great deal to us, 
even in case we would have to evacuate it, as during winter 
and summer there could be no exports from that locality. 
The larger part of the products of this Province was 
hitherto shipped to Charleston and thence to Europe, where 
they were exchanged for materials necessary for the con- 
duct of the War. 

" The Savannah river was an excellent rendezvous for 
the Carolina privateers as they could easily arm there, and 
in a few hours be upon the high seas. Now the Carolina 
people lose a large number of their departing and arriving 
vessels through the activity of our privateers, who are able 
to run into one of the Georgia ports. I suppose that you 
have a good map of Georgia, but do not be misled to be- 
lieve that the plantations are all located along the Savannah 
river, hence capable of being protected by our Naval forces 
alone. ... Of course you will now ask what we are about 
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to do with the troops, victories and marches in the fourth 
year, since we were not able to accomplish anything 
during the first three years? — whether we are now more 
hopeful, since the French have come out against us openly 
than we were before, while they were secret foes?— This 
brings me to a general synopsis of the inner condition of 
the Rebels, their army, commerce, interior form of govern- 
ment, resources, etc. 

" Just as the sending of the Commissioners has rendered 
England more united, so their abortive negotiation has 
rendered the Americans so much more at variance with one 
another. All along there have been factions and parties 
amongst them (as always is the case amongst a party of 
rascals, where one wants to steal more than the other). 
This has now caused public discord. The removal of Gen. 
Lee, the dispensation from two years' service of General 
Arnold, the litigations of Quarter-master Mifflin, and the 
envy existing from the beginning between the Southern 
provinces and New England, and hence the opposition 
upon the part of New England against Washington, all 
this has caused a state of universal fermentation. But that 
which chiefly endangers the cause of the rebels, is their 
paper money. The traffic of those sitting at the helm is 
really unheard of. You can easily comprehend this by 
merely bearing in mind the following facts : — The Ameri- 
can money is value in the future; pretium eminus, and is 
issued by the Congress. For this the farmer gives his 
products, he must take it, but will he ; — will he ? — These 
products are sent to France, nolens volens, the money there- 
for is attached by agents there, and the necessities of war 
are purchased on the credit of the nation. What will this 
come to? If aside from these facts, those at the helm are 
a pack of scoundrels; — Other scoundrels counterfeit said 
paper-money to an amazing degree. — The husbandman is 
discouraged, ceases from his toil; — products grow dearer, 
the volume of paper-money is increased, and becomes so 
worthless that an Officer cannot eat his fill on his stipend, 
and the common soldier cannot buy a pair of shoes for his 
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monthly pay. This is getting worse and worse from day to 
day. 

"In addition to this every farmer is impressed into 
service at present, whereas formerly he could hire a sub- 
stitute, whereby the tyranny is enhanced still more, and the 
American farmer, who is used to comfort and luxury will 
soon grow disgusted, in fact he is so already ; therefore, I 
declare that we can terminate the war here, even without 
an army. Only we ought to be smart enough to bribe 
some of these scoundrels to betray their comrades, for the 
latter cannot conclude a peace, as when matters shall have 
been settled, their conscience will tell them, that, after 
their management of affairs shall have been investigated, 
they would be strung up by their own countrymen. 

" Therefore no ordinary method of peace-making is here 
to be thought of. Now, I have given you a pointer whereby 
you may judge of the American Gentleman." 

" Flushing, Long Island, 
" April 28th, 1779. 
" My dear Brother — 

"Yesterday, my dear brother, I received after a year of 
silence, several letters from home. And now for an answer 
to your letters that have arrived. 

" Firstly : — I am at the present moment in good health, 
in good spirits, beloved and* honored I Hope! I am lead- 
ing a quiet lonely life, my Lieut. Colonel being a most 
obliging gentleman, and who questions me punctiliously 
upon everything, since he knows that I devote my time to 
the Muses and the Graces, and furnish him with samples 
of my work. 

" I have just finished a treatise, which I shall send with 
this packet, either to Professor S. ... in G. ... or to 
General Schlusen. It treats upon the present state of 
learning in America, categorically and systematically cor- 
rect. I cannot help remarking here, that I have to smile 
whenever I hear that any persons, be they ever so skilful, 
publish histories, descriptions and the like of America, and 
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publish them as truth, confidently ; — People who have never 
seen America do this ! All the books that have been writ- 
ten hitherto upon this subject, are superficial, erroneous, 
dreams ! — The one repeats the other one's song, few have 
seen the shell, none the kernel ! Are not these wiseacres 
afraid to Bee their author's faith doubted if after some years 
men should cross over to their side and tell to them and 
the world, that they have judged as the man who was born 
blind did of Raphael's raiment ? Or do these men believe, 
that amongst the many thousands, whom this war has 
brought to America, there should be none to refute their 
testimony ? 

" I have another treatise, half finished, which is to con- 
sist of four parts, and will treat of the origin and progress 
of the war (it will be a good idea). 

"A third treatise is an investigation of the question 
c What Resources has America for the continuation of the 
War.' — This work is almost finished and according to its 
contents, it is both political and military. 

" During my leisure hours, I have composed quite a 
number of pieces ; — English airs, Marches and Recitatives. 
This is my favorite recreation and I succeed fairly well 
therein. I now have a handsome Piano. 

" Secondly : — I thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your warm congratulations, as I know that they have 
come from your inmost heart, and to conclude this matter, 
I cannot tell you more, than that I employ all honest means 
to smite the iron while it is hot. 

"3d, . . . 4th, . . . 5th, . . . 6th, . . . 7th, . . . 

" Eighth, — There is neither an armistice, much less peace ; 
— In fact we think that we shall have a glorious tussle — 
The Rebels are aggressive, and our battalions certainly will 
not run away; — moreover Clinton is such a hot-spur; — so 
there will undoubtedly be a large number of bloody heads. 

"... I am still in good health, and unless bullet or 
sword should rob me thereof, I shall certainly return sound. 
— If upon the other hand I should fall, or be maimed, — 
well brother you know, as well as I, that it was God's will. 



Extracts from the Letter-Booh of Captain Johann Heinrichs. 161 

This is my experience, amidst showers of thousands of 
bullets. 

" The retreat of General Clinton was good, but Admiral 
Howe's withdrawal of all his ships stationed along the 
entire southern coast of America, prior to the arrival 
of D'Estaing, and that after a . . . was a master stroke ! 
A Great Man ! 

" Major Holland has gone to Gen. Haldimand at Quebec, 
who is in command, and there at present. If I had not 
been in the Hessian service, or had I had leave of absence, 
I would have stood a fair chance of going along, as the 
Major had orders from Haldimand to bring with him two 
officers, who were Engineers. — But when Holland proposed 
to me, the answer naturally was: — c Monsieur, je suis 
Hessois, — c'est assez.' " 

" Flushing, Long Island, May 1, 1779. 
" My dear Brother. 

" Do not send any letters by way of Cassel, unless you 
can induce Counsellor Gsch wind to enclose them in the 
military packet, which is sealed at Court and forwarded to 
General von Knyphausen. For as all letters must be pre- 
paid as far as Helsingfors, two-thirds of the letters are 
spirited away and the money is pocketed. Though I do 
not receive letters any sooner via London, in consequence 
of the great number of ships to England, I am sure to re- 
ceive them. 

" Captain von "Wreden, who received his leave on the 
arrival of the last packet-boat, (for which discharge he had 
been negotiating for some considerable time), will take this 
letter along, and I natter myself, that, should he ever come 
to Hamburg he may be received as a worthy and deserving 
man. It is almost impossible for me to describe the emotion 
I experienced yesterday, when he bade solemn farewell to 
his company ; and my parting from him personally is still 
greater. It is now the sixth year that I have known him, 
and for three years we have been sharing joy and sorrow, 
have gone through innumerable dangers, fatigues, and earn- 
ing honors and laurels. His company has been transferred 
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to Captain of Horse von Rau, who was the senior Captain 
in the corps, and who was naturally in the line of promotion. 
By this means I have advanced one step further towards 
the head, being now second or in command of the left wing, 
belonging to Major von Wurmb. 

" There is a rumor abroad, that Captain Loray, a man 
who has seen thirty years' service, will soon ask for his re- 
tirement, and then I am the senior. This has been quick 
work, but what pleases me most is, that it has not been 
gained through the disadvantage, death or accident to my 
comrades, but to their own advantage. 

"The large number of plans I am now drawing for Cap- 
tain von Wreden, my removal from my old quarters to my 
new company, the inspections and getting the company into 
shape, all prevent me from writing to any extent, so I hope 
my friends will pardon this shortcoming. Suffice it to say, 
I am well and in good spirits, and enjoy the esteem of my 
superiors, the favor of my master, the confidence and friend- 
ship of my comrades, the love and obedience of my inferiors, 
and the tranquility of a good conscience. 

" May God graciously preserve me in the possession of 
all these things and vouchsafe that I may once more see 
my dear parents, 1 brothers, sisters and friends." 

" Flushing, May 11, 1779. 
" My dear Brother — 

"... I hope to embrace you next year. I would almost 
speak of this as of a certainty, for I believe the war is draw- 
ing to its close, because America is on the brink of starvation. 
I have given you the assurance, that I would never make my 
home in America. Though a world of bliss were here, yet 
I would not exchange therefor the converse of my dear 
friends in Europe. 

" As a soldier I am bound not to break my plighted word. 
But should I leave the Hessian service for some reason or 
other, I have such testimonials as will readily procure me 
employment everywhere. I hope such will never be the 

1 His father died on April 21 of apoplexy. — Ed. 
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case, as it would be unjust on my part to forsake my 
Master, who bath dealt with me so equitably, so gracious. 

" They are expecting troops here from England daily, I 
wont believe it until I see them. — General Matthew em- 
barked a few days ago, with 2000 men on fifty transport 
vessels, upon a secret expedition. — No one knows whither. 
— In case the troops arrive, the war will be continued on 
the offensive, — hence this expedition is merely for the pur- 
pose of procuring horses, whereof we stand greatly in need. 
Captain Wreden will not go to Germany, but will remain in 
America as a volunteer during the present campaign. Gen- 
eral Grant has lost 2000 privates and 23 Officers through 
illness in the West Indies ; It is rumored that he is about 
to return to us with his troops. — Washington has desisted 
from recruiting; but has instructed the militia in every 
province to be ready to assemble at any moment on the 
shortest notice. 

" General Sir William Erskine is going to England. The 
following regiments are with General Matthew : — the 42d 
regiment, Scotchmen; the Hessian Regiment 'Prince Carl'; 
Lord Rawdon's Irish Volunteers; and four companies of 

the Guard." 

"Outpost on 'Speaking Devil Hill.' 
"August 28, 1779. 
" My dear Brother. 

" With the first division of the English fleet, which con- 
sisted of 89 sail, and which brought a contingent of Eng- 
lishmen and recruits from Anspach, I received a short letter 
from you. This fleet arrived two days ago. As I do not 
carry my port-folio about with me, I am unable to tell you 
from memory just the number of the letter received prior 
to this one. Some must have been lost, especially, as the 
rebels captured the June packet-boat, called the ' Dash- 
wood' which was recaptured, but the letters were gone. I 
hope that I shall receive several letters with the second 
division of the fleet, on board of which the Hessians are 
said to be. This is the first letter I have received since 
December 1778. 

" We are stationed at present, partly on Manhattan, 
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Staten, — and Long Island; — partly in Georgia, Rhode 
Island, Penobscot, and Quebec. 

" In all probability we have not gained anything in the 
West Indies, and here, according to my opinion, we shall 
accomplish nothing effectual, or decisive unless at least, 
France be defeated twice upon the sea. Yet, though we 
but stand and wait, we will harm the foe. For it is their 
paper-money that will accomplish this, as I predicted three 
years ago. The ragged currency of the rebel leaders, the 
situation and regulations of the country, with our inactivity, 
produce the same effect as if we employed as many as 
30 — 40,000 men. It is expected that an expedition of from 
six to eight regiments, on board of vessels will leave in a 
few days ; — presumably to reinforce Georgia. 

" This spring we took from the enemy Stony and "West 
Point, strongholds on the North River, by which we made 
it difficult for them to obtain provisions, and secured for 
ourselves quiet out-posts at Kings-Bridge, as the enemy in 
his condition could not occupy White Plains. In conse- 
quence of the negligence of Lieut. Colonel Johnson Gen- 
eral Wayne re-took Stony Point, making 400 prisoners. 
He however abandoned the place upon our approach, and 
now we are again in possession of the post. 

" A few days ago the enemy attempted a surprise upon 
Paulus Hook, and made prisoners of all, save twenty-five 
Hessians, under the command of Captain von Schallern, 
who answered every summons to surrender with a volley 
of bullets. Whether Ireland will remain so quiet ? and 
whether we Hessians are not more needed there than here ? 

"I have had to perform some extraordinary duty for 

Gen. Erskine this spring, prior to his return to England. 

But now I have some time for myself, and will send you 

my campaign Journal for 1779 as soon as I have the 

opportunity." 

" ' Speaking Devil Hill' 

^ " October 29, 1779. 

" My dear Brother. 

" . . . A few weeks ago I had to cross the enemy's line 

with dispatches, where I was obliged to spend the night at 
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Colonel Armand's (a French Major of Dragoons and com- 
mander of a battalion of Eebel volunteers), where I found 
two men from Hamburg. As I take great pains to perform 
what I have been commissioned by my friends, I inquired 
of the enemy concerning J. B. . . . and learned from the 
Viscount de Lomayne, and the Marquis de Brijous, the 
former Major, the latter a volunteer in his corps, that 
D. . . . was still in Quebec, and I wrote to him at once, 
and Colonel Armand assured me that the letter would be 
forwarded. 

"There is a rumor current that the French under D'Es- 
taing and the Eebels have regained possession of Georgia, 
and that our troops were made prisoners, after having made 
a stubborn resistance and sustained heavy losses. It is 
asserted with certainty, that the Spaniards have taken Pen- 
sacola, and made prisoners of the garrison (among whom 
is the Waldeck Regiment). Certain it is, that Sir James 
Wallace proceeded against d'Estaing with his entire fleet, 
and was defeated by d'Estaing, that the Eebels have con- 
centrated during this month, 12,000 men, who are to serve 
until December 26, 1779. They have advanced their bri- 
gades to Croton Eiver, Bedford, and Marmaro Creek, at 
which latter place 500 men are daily employed at making 
fascines ; 200 boats have been sent to the Sound by them. 
Orders were sent to the troops in Ehode Island to demolish 
the works, to evacuate and retire to Long Island. But it 
was found that a ship was sent up the Sound with counter 
orders, to stay there. This ship the rebels seized. The 
Ehode Island troops have arrived. The rebels are prob- 
ably in possession of Ehode Island, now, whether our troops 
will return thither or not, I cannot tell. Colonel Loose 
sailed last month with the 44th Losberg and the Knyp- 
hausen Eegiments to Halifax. The fleet was scattered in 
consequence of a storm, some of the ships foundered, some 
returned, others were seized by the rebels, and but two 
arrived at Halifax. 

" Colonel Simcoe, who went on an expedition to New 
Brunswick, N". J. to destroy the magazines there, has fallen 
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into the hands of the enemy and is either dead or seriously- 
wounded. 

" During the late storm off the coast of Florida, twelve 
ships of the line of d'Estaing were dismasted. These are 
a few hints, the most part rests with the future, upon which 
the development of our destiny depends ; — whether we shall 
see our Fatherland again, bearing laurels, or as beggars 
bearing barren branches, — or not at all ! But be thou as- 
sured that neither stubbornness of the Rebels, of the 
Minister nor Gallic finesse, shall be able to make a Hes- 
sian, a descendant of the Catti, commit an action unworthy 
of his people. — Farewell. 

" P.S. — Captain von Wreden has gone to Europe with the 
packet which left before the last. If he should come to 
Hamburg, try to make his stay as pleasant as possible. St. 
Martin has gone with him. All came to pass in such a 
hurry, and I was so busy that I could not hand him a letter 
to take along. 

"Victory! The French and the Eebels have been de- 
feated in Georgia! Pulaski is dead, d'Estaing wounded. 
1500 French dead, 72 rebels dead ! That was splendid ! 
Now the south is ours again ! Splendid !" 

" North Edisto, South Carolina, 
"February 10, 1780. 

" To Herr H. . . . Counsellor of the Court. 

" We are going to Charleston with 7000 men ! to take it. 
Since December 19 we are aboard ship, much to our dis- 
comfort. Six ships have foundered, ten are scattered, and 
half the remainder have sprung a-leak, are dismasted or are 
minus their boats. We experienced a storm lasting fifteen 
days. We arrived at Savannah where d'Estaing was so 
gloriously defeated. Now, however, we have run up the 
North Edisto river, and I think we are going to John's 
Island. Charleston is well fortified. Shall write to you, 
when we have returned hale and sound to New York, if 
not sooner. Divine Providence, which hath given me thou- 
sands and thousands of proofs of its power and goodness, 
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will and can preserve me ; — and if I shall die, and my bullet 
is already moulded ; May God grant that I die a Christian 
and a Hero ! 

" My letter is a short one. If possible conceal from my 
parents the fact that I am now serving in front of Charles- 
ton, until you hear of its capture, for there will be some 
stubborn fighting. There are 5000 men in the town and 13 
ships. Fort Johnson and Sullivan's Island are both occu- 
pied. — Lincoln is in command there. — Adieu !" 

" Charleston Neck in South Carolina, 
" In the Trenches before the City, April 27, 1780. 

" My dear Brother. 

" The other day while reporting to General Clinton of a 
patrol, Capt. von Meyern gave me your letter of July 27, 
and to day a light Infantry officer handed me yours of Octo- 
ber 30, 1779. That I should answer each and every letter 
in the midst of an active siege, where we Jagers are needed 
so much, — no one will expect, and if any one were to de- 
mand it, let him demand ! I cannot help it ! All that we 
have had to undergo in America hitherto is nothing in 
comparison with the present. — Bombs and Twenty-four 
Pounders, Eifles, and two-pronged Mattocks, — Bullets are 
whizzing around us thicker every day, thicker than the 
powder and puff balls do around a coquette when at her 
toilette while preparing herself for fresh conquests ! I 
have just received word that a Jager of my division has 
been killed by a cannon ball." 
"My dear Brother. "Philipshill, July 4th,1780. 

" . . . Since that time Charleston is ours, and we have 
returned to New York, crowned with Victory and Honor. 
My wish has been granted ! 

" Clinton's entire army to the very last man has com- 
prehended that it was the Jagers alone who humbled the 
foe, that their intrepid courage, their indefatigable energy 
alone was able to silence 80 cannon of from 24 to 32 
pounders, and with imminent jeopardy to bring into their 
works 600 of the enemy. 
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" God was with us, and preserved us, so that out of a 
million of bullets few did strike. Laughing eyes now beam 
upon us, and an incessant cheer is our reward, whenever 
a Briton sees the Greencoats. The General has thanked us 
publickly, and our General von Knyphausen received us 
with the warmest joy when we returned. how joyous the 
thought; to have fulfilled one's duty wholly, and not from 
selfish motives! — How gratifying are the expressions of 
gratitude when we feel that we have deserved them ! — Ex- 
acting service, incessant labor, both mental and physical; 
— add to these the varied and ofttimes insalubrious climate ; 
— no wonder that I am tired out, and can allow myself as 
yet no relaxation, much less give any detailed account of 
my adventures. Enough that I am alive and feel conscious 
of being loved and honored." 

" Philipsborough, July 6, 1780. 
" To Here, H. . . . Counsellor of the Court. 

"Aha! Were not the Frenchmen and Arch-rebels 
nicely gulled ! But it cost some sweat ! — None, save Clin- 
ton, would have dared to weather the sea during so danger- 
ous a season : We endured for twenty-five days without in- 
termission a storm raged, and storms in December and 
January on the coast of Carolina, — well they are terrible ! 
— Here a ship sank, — there another was dismasted, — a 
third was in tow, — a fourth had neither sails nor rudder. It 
seemed as if more billows plunged over us than went un- 
derneath. Sometimes we had to lay-to for five and six 
days at a time; it was jolly, but it is now over! We got 
there anyhow ! But there you should have seen the dance 
of a six weeks' cannonade, and we were short of ordnance 
too, the artillery ship having foundered, and then the 
Jagers had to silence the 24 pounders of a fort with their 
rifles. That was headwork, and a work of art. The Eng- 
lish now praise us and every one shouts hurrah ! when they 
see a Jager. That was a feat. The enemy had 311 can- 
non at Charleston with 22 mortars, which struck up a 
splendid 4 allegro 5 and often so sweeping a ' Presto,' that 
many a one lost sight and hearing. But to speak in earnest. 
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How do you like this for a winter's work ! — It was terrible, 
and only well disciplined troops, such as ours were, fit for 
the work. What would have become of America, if this 
nucleus of the Army had been lost? I dare not think of 
it. To give you a minute description of our trials and pro- 
cedure, is impossible. My head and hands are now too full 
of work, but as soon as an opportunity presents itself, you 
shall have an extract of the journals, as I have now engaged 
two amanuenses. 

"Your friend has been honored, I know that you will 
rejoice thereat, therefore I write to you. The influence 
that Charleston has upon the commerce of the enemy is 
evident. Here was the store-house of all their products, 
by which alone the Americans were able to pay their debts 
to France. — Hence, Carolina was the cynosure of France, 
as the cultivation of, and traffic in, Indigo, Rice and Cotton 
were too lucrative not to make them their own as much as 
possible. 

" Upon our return to New York we found General 
Knyphausen in the Jerseys. Knyphausen has acquired 
immortal fame, is adored by all, and is regarded as the 
most prudent general. — He had yielded to the representa- 
tions of old Robertson, who assured him, that as soon as 
our troops would but appear there, half of the enemy's army 
would come over to our side. — But they came with powder 
and ball. — Our Jager Corps lost one officer ; — seven officers 
were wounded. Of Subaltern officers and privates there 
are about one hundred dead and wounded. That fun cost 
us dearer than the heavy siege of Charleston. The enemy 
attacked us with the bayonet more than once, but our 
Jagers held their own and gained fresh laurels in the 
Jerseys. General Knyphausen was of the opinion that 
General Clinton would land in either the Chesapeake or 
Delaware, and for that reason he was persuaded to make a 
diversion into the Jerseys. But as soon as he learned that 
Clinton had arrived, his troops retreated and joined us at 
Philipshill, where the entire army betook themselves once 
more to their old camp of last year, and there we are 
Vol. xxii. — 12 
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now quartered. The remnant of the 44th, and of the Los- 
berg. Regiment who escaped the storm last year, have gone 
to Halifax a month ago, and We ! . . . are waiting until 
the burning heat of July and August have passed, then we 
shall again go aboard of ships and a-filibustering go on the 
coast of Virginia and Maryland. What do you think of 
the raving declaration of Russia, of the so-called neutrality ? 
But in the end England must conquer, and Bourbon be 
humbled, humiliated deep into the dust, Mynheer van Am- 
sterdam must pay the charges and Russia mortified : — for 
now the English nation is on the brink of ruin, but will be 
united when compelled by necessity, — and if England is 
united within herself, who can harm her V 9 

" Philips-hill, July 9, 1780. 
" My Dear Brother. 

" Merely my dear brother to inform you that I am still 
alive, and active, I write this little billet. The enemy has 
made a move with three brigades towards White Plains, and 
seventy-four French vessels with 10,000 men on board un- 
der Rochambeau are said to have entered the Delaware, 
others again declare that they have seen them off Sandy 
Hook. — Let them come, and would that they were here. — 
They would get a sound thrashing and enough of it, and 
the powdered and perfumed Gaul would be reduced to 
monads and atoms. But at Halifax and Penobscot, they 
may be able to engage in an advantageous enterprise, but 
if they should try New York, they certainly will be 
whipped." 



